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Welcome to Our New Staff

Marty Cloherty is our new Van Driver. Our transportation program is an essential service that helps older
adults stay connected to programs and the community, and we are happy to have Marty on board. He has many
years of experience as a driver working for a COA and he truly enjoys getting seniors to where they want to go.

Zachary Costello is our new Medical Transportation Assistant. Zach was born in Boston, but raised in North
Carolina. He moved back to the Boston area 2 months ago, and he is currently pursuing a career in Public
Health, with an interest in providing support to under-represented communities. He lives with his partner and
their 7-year-old beagle who they like to take on walks in parks around Brookline and Boston.

Jess Diulio is our new Clinical Social Worker. She is a former attorney who moved from CA to MA to be close
to her mom. As she settled in, she began volunteering at local nonprofit organizations, including the Senior
Center. Jess was initially a volunteer at our Information & Referral Desk and she subsequently accepted a
position as the Senior Center's first Medical Transportation Assistant. Her time at the Center inspired her to
apply to Boston College School of Social Work from which she recently graduated.

Krista Jarner, Editor of the Brookline Beacon, comes to us with a background in communications and creative
writing. Krista enjoys sharing stories and information about all the wonderful program and services that the
Brookline Senior Center has to offer.

Conor McDermott Welch was promoted to Clinical Supervisor for the social work staff this past year. Conor is
certainly not new to the Senior Center though! He began his career here as a social work intern in 2019 and
returned subsequently as a clinical social worker.

Lauren Walsh is our new Fitness Center Coordinator. Lauren brings many years of experience Working with
adults to improve their physical and mental well-being through fitness, wellness, and healthy aging programs.
Her knowledge, enthusiasm, and commitment to helping seniors achieve their health goals will be a tremendous
asset to our growing Fitness Center and the participants we serve.

Sebastian Ware, our Transportation Program Coordinator, grew up in Massachusetts and graduated from
Boston College. He has experience working at an economic development nonprofit that specialized in programs
for small business owners.

Brookline Study on Older Residents: Quick Facts (cont. p.9)

of Brookline Since Senior Center opened in 2001,

24% residents will + 48%

be 60+ by 2040

growth in Brookline’s 60+ population
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Fond Farewells

As we celebrate the Senior Center and look toward the future, we also pause to recognize the dedicated, recently
retired staff members whose contributions have helped shape who we are today.

Maureen Deery, our longtime Brookline Beacon Editor, brought the Senior Center's stories, programs, people,
and accomplishments to life for more than a decade, connecting our community through the written word.
Maureen started with us as a volunteer and then briefly became our Volunteer Coordinator under the tutelage of
our beloved Vivian Freeman. Maureen’s “skill with the quill” made her transition to Newsletter Editor an easy

one, and her love of photography allowed us to capture many happy moments at the Senior Center!

Olga Sliwa, LICSW, provided compassionate support to Brookline older adults and their families for over 20
years, helping countless people navigate life's challenges with dignity. Olga was always willing to lend an ear or
a hand and she was an invaluable mentor for other Council on Aging staff members. She also helped shape the

education of many of our social worker interns through her supervision over the years.

Sonia Wong, Administrative Assistant, was the quiet heartbeat of the entire department. She never sought
the spotlight, but she touched every single project and process with unmatched skill and care. Her selfless
dedication kept the day to day running smoothly, and her gentle, kind spirit made her a joy to be around. Sonia
had a way of making the complex appear effortless; her contributions to the Council on Aging and Senior
Center will carry long into the future!

We want to wish Maureen, Olga, and Sonia much happiness in their well-deserved retirements. Thank you for
all that you have done for the Brookline community. You will all be missed!

UMass Boston, BSC, and COA Launch Joint Study

This year, Brookline launched a comprehensive needs assessment for its growing
older adult population, which now exceeds 13,000 residents aged 60 and older.
The project was made possible through a state earmark secured by Senator
Cynthia Creem. In partnership with UMass Boston, the Brookline Council on
Aging and Senior Center gathered information about the needs, priorities, and
preferences of older adults through Town leadership interviews, focus groups, and

Scan or visit:

a town wide survey. More than 2,000 older adults shared their voices through the hetps://www.brookline

survey, making it one of the largest community engagement efforts focused on seniorcenter.org/
aging in Brookline's history. The findings will be shared with the public and will
help guide future planning, programs, services, and advocacy to ensure Brookline

remains an age-friendly community for years to come.













